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The progression of formal wear in eras. 
Essie Francis 


Dressing c*nty to events or your corporate work is the new norm. 

Now, not saying everyone should get their bits out, HR would have a field day with that.... 
But in the era of social media provoking individuality and as time passes by, people are 
incorporating their own twist into formal wear. 


Fashion is one of many outlets of self-expression, so why should that be limited wherever 
you go? Speaking of looking your hottest wherever you are, an icon comes into mind, 
Elle Woods from Legally Blonde 2001 


Fanpop 

Elle was a girl who loved fashion and loved law. From her constantly being dressed in hot 
pink Chanel suits, furry collars and bedazzled shoes, it never took away from her ability to do 
her job while still sticking to the dress code. Regardless of her love for clothes, she had her 
dream job as a lawyer. She is the blueprint of a hot corporate babe. 


Furthermore, with the rise of tiktok widely used by GenZ, different aesthetics have been 
popularised such as y2k, grunge and preppy. People have adapted their own style and 
unapologetically showed that in their everyday life. The reason why now, the outdated code 
of uniform is applied less in most places, is because as the years pass by there are new 
eras and people who subvert the rules and standards that make people indistinguishable, 
(like how they got women to wear them rock hard corsets back in the day) . 


Andre 3000, Met Gala 2005 


On the other hand, mens formal wear has had a stable trend 
throughout the years. Nowadays styles come in and out from 
recent years. Like the soulja boy type beat, loose high waist 
trousers and oversized blazers to the 007 slim, smart and 
fitted look. 


Today, fashion is much more gender neutral, allowing any 
gender to be comfortable in how they present themselves. 
In older eras, you had two choices, trousers or skirts. 
Naturally as time progressed, that became another reason 
why the patriarchy sucked. Gender neutral dressing birthed 
creativity and iconic looks for the people. 


Getty images 


This occurrence had everyone gagged. These beautiful people Zendaya and Michael B 
Jordan wore the same fitted charcoal Berluti suit. Zendaya is known to wear a good pantsuit 
and she kills it every time because of how she wears it. She shows how comfortable she is 
within her femininity to wear conventional masculine attire. The more people disregard rules 
of how specific genders are supposed to dress, more styles will emerge in future eras. 


An honourable mention of just how formal wear has progressed and allows your own little 
tweak, Nicki Minaj literally wore a baseball cap with her all-black Burberry look to the 2022 


Met Gala. 


Getty images 

Ultimately, it is agreed that formal wear still has its principles of smartness with a little bit of 
flare. But as time progresses, new eras are introduced. Everybody wants to keep up with the 
times. Who knows, maybe in a few years lawyers will be allowed to wear sweats to court and 


no one would bat an eye. 
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BREAK THE GLASS CEILING 
THERE |S POWER IN BEING YOURSELF 


NO ONE HAS ANY RULE OVER YOU 


